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instincts with which animals are endowed?
From the earliest periods of geology there has
been going on a universal carnage. Fossil as
well as living structures show us elaborate
weapons for destroying other animals. There
has been a perpetual preying of the superior
on the inferior, the devouring of the weak by
the strong. On the hypothesis of special crea-
tion, there must either have been a deliberate
intention to produce these results,, or inability
to prevent them. Which alternative are we to
prefer ? What shall we further say of the
numerous species of parasites, of inferior forms
destroying the superior, and elaborate appli-
ances for the prosperity of organisms incapable
of feeling, at the expense of misery to or-
ganisms capable of happiness ? An enormous
mass of the provisions of organic structure,
it is affirmed, 'f imply malevolence rather than
benevolence."

There is one gain, at least, in this crown-
ing objection to the Scripture doctrine of
Creation. The true issue involved is brought
at length into clear relief. All Nomotheistic
compromises, and saving phrases of " creation
on^y by law " aro set aside. The argument is
aimed, not against the notions of caprice,
uncertainty, and defect of foresight, ascribed